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Shuswap Naturalist Club Newsletter 
September 1, 2021 

 
   Our September meeting will take place on Tuesday, September 7th at Sunnybrae Park at 11 am. I will be 
sending out a reminder of the meeting along with more details. The slow return to pre-pandemic habits 
means that we will not have our customary pot-luck meal, but it will be good to get together and share.  

 

   The meeting will be asking for a committee to find replacements for the club executive. We need to fill 
the following positions: President, Vice-president and Treasurer.  

 

   Former member Kyle Fitzpatrick, who is now teaching in the Comox area, sent us a very nice note. He 
was seeking advice on handling the “dog” issues affecting the birds on the Oster Bay Shoreline. Of course, 
I asked Di to respond to the request. Kyle signed off by saying, “I miss the club since I have moved and 
wish everyone there all the best. I have yet to know a kinder group of people who are willing to make a 
difference in the world. It certainly helped me to see a positive perspective about approaching 
environmental issues.” I have to agree with him. 

  
Coming Event –  
 

BC Nature Representatives come to Salmon Arm  

Mark your Calendars! 
 

 On October 7th, as promised, Harry Crosby and Graham Saul will meet with us to discuss the 
issues most pressing to our members. This is a Thursday evening, so please note the date. We have 
booked Room 30 at the college and will have to abide by current Covid protocols, which are subject to 
change. Be prepared to wear a mask. 

 

 We will be treated to an inspirational presentation covering some of the most pressing 
conservation issues in our province today. Clubs are encouraged to consider any upcoming projects or 
priorities we may have at the local level and how they might relate to government promises to act. 
There will be plenty of time for questions and discussion. This is a chance for our voices to be added to 
the collective efforts of our many thousand members. 
 

October 7th, 7 pm 

Okanagan College, Salmon Arm Campus, Room 30 

Don’t miss this opportunity! 
 
 

Tree Identification Plaques  

- Janet Aiken reports  
 

   Melissa, our Interpreter at the Nature Centre, has created 20 plaques to identify the trees all around the 
Nature Centre. She has a degree in Horticulture and has worked as a graphic designer, a perfect 
combination for this project. She researched each tree so she could add some information on them.  
Beautiful work!!  

 

Woody nightshade weed-pull continues 

  

   We have made such good progress with getting rid of this invasive weed in the bay and don’t want it 
to ever get away on us again, so there will be another weed pull this fall. Date and details to follow.  
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Western Grebe Count, Summer of 2021  
- by Di Wittner 

 

   Hanne and Doug treated me to a new method of counting grebes and I’m hooked! Aboard their 
houseboat we toured the bay, dinner and wine included.  (Not to worry, we saved the wine until AFTER 
the count was complete.) Along for the ride was a pair of bats roosting in the overhead awning. We 
watched a peregrine at the Sunnybrae cliffs and heard a nighthawk there as well.  A bald eagle bully 
robbed an osprey of its catch, despite our hollering. Fifty-two pelicans lined the mud flats near the river 
and I counted 8 loons in Tappen Bay. 

 

   In case you don’t recall, the adult grebe count on June 1st was 198.  August 9th, the total number of adults 
and young combined was 306. This shows a consistent recruitment level when compared with previous 
years - i.e. the number of juveniles has generally been between 50-60% of adults at the end of the 
summer. The age of the young varied from near-adult-size to gray fuzzies, none still riding on the parents’ 
backs. Last year, there were over 500 grebes at the end of the summer so this year’s numbers are a bit 
discouraging but it’s good to know the parents managed some success, despite heat and smoke. They face 
a migration challenge however, if environmental conditions don’t improve in the next few weeks.   
 
 
 

 

Monique Pharand and Avah,  

        watering trees in Blackburn Park.  
 

   Monique is one of the regulars taking turns at 
watering our newly planted trees. Here she is with 
her granddaughter Avah Elsom, who came along 
to help with this project. Avah is a volunteer with 
the Shuswap Paws Rescue Society and is currently 
looking after two very small kittens, a brother and 
a sister.  
 

   We have been hiring a weed whacker to keep 
the weeds in the area under control, and we 
thank Cathy Gillick, Joyce Henderson and 
Monique for their donations which have covered 
this cost.   
 
 

 
 

 
 

Free Raptor ID Guide from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
 

Are you struggling to ID raptors overhead? A great strategy is to narrow your options down to a subgroup 
by using shape and proportions. Once you know a raptor's subgroup, you can use other clues to key into 
the most likely species.  free downloadable guide 
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A Bit of our History 
- Gillian Richardson  

 

   If you visit Salmon Arm’s waterfront parks, you’ll see three commemorative plaques dedicated to past 
members of the Shuswap Naturalist Club. Maybe you’ve wondered how they came to be placed at Peter 
Jannink Park and the Marine Park.... 
 

   As you enter Peter Jannink Nature Park at the end of 
Narcisse St NW, you’ll see the plaque placed beside the path 
in remembrance of Peter, an active member of the Shuswap 
Naturalist Club and dedicated birder. His passion for nature 
and all things green led him to a horticultural career. During 
his time as a municipal gardener for the City of Salmon Arm, 
he helped to develop the park that now bears his name. After 
Peter passed away in January 2003, a dedication ceremony 
was held at the newly named park that October. 

 
 

   Walk a little farther along the path, and you’ll come across a plaque to honor Mary Lou Tapson-Jones. It 
was placed beside the trail in June, 2010, in a spot with a clear view of Salmon Arm Bay. A founding 
member of the Shuswap Naturalist Club (1970), along with her husband, John, Mary Lou is remembered 
for her special love of plants, photography and local history. She was the recipient of numerous awards 
for sharing her knowledge, among them the Knowing Nature Award from BC Nature  in 1994. She was 
active in many clubs in the community, wrote and published a book of Pacific northwest poisonous plants, 
and co-authored the first checklist, 
Wildflowers, Trees & Shrubs of the Shuswap. 
Mary Lou passed away in April, 2009.  
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   In February, 2008, a proposal was made to honour Frank and   Doris Kime for their 17 years of work 
counting Western Grebes nesting in Salmon Arm Bay. A plaque at the start of the Nature Trail west of the 
wharf in Marine Park was unveiled in a ceremony on 
September, 2008. Frank was President of the Shuswap 
Naturalist Club for eight years in the 1980s and 1990s. During 
that time, he and Doris annually monitored the nesting 
grebes, and their extensive records are invaluable for 
showing the success of the only remaining Western Grebe 
colony in BC. Together, they produced a book on the grebes, 
Dancing in the Bay, Salmon Arm. Doris passed away in March, 
2012, and Frank in February, 2013.  

 
 

 

Great Spangled Fritillary  
- Gillian Richardson  

 

   This fairly common butterfly caught my attention feeding 
on purple coneflower in my garden. It’s also attracted to 
butterfly bush, so maybe it visited mine as well. While it has 
similar orange and black coloring, it has more spots than the 
larger Monarch. The 
silver dots on the 
underside of the wings 
are striking. The larvae 
eat violet leaves so 
perhaps the wild wood 
violets that have been 
taking over my flower 
beds provided a place 
for the adult to lay 
eggs. I didn’t notice 
either eggs or larvae—
but will be sure to 
check next spring. One item I read suggested that if you 

aren’t excited to see this elegant but common butterfly, then the hobby of butterflying isn’t for you. This 
beauty is welcome in my garden anytime.  
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Counting birds this summer – 

 
 

Great Blue Heron counting 30 

American White Pelicans near 

Christmas Island. 
                                                                                                            

Photo by Clive Bryson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Isobel and Tom counted 39 Common 

Mergansers in the Salmon Arm Bay.    
 

Photo by Isobel Anderson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Glynn Green counted 10-15 thousand 

Piping and Semipalmated Plovers in 

the Bay of Fundy. WOW!! 
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From Fern Fennel –  
 

 

Spotted Sandpipers 
are very interesting. Each 
summer in breeding 
season, females may 
mate and lay clutches 
with more than one male, 
leaving incubation to the 
males. This is called 
polyandry. Due to their 
polyandrous behaviour, 
spotted sandpipers tend 
to produce more offspring compared to other species of 
sandpipers. 

 
 

 
 
One evening around 6 pm we had a fairly large flock of 

Greater Nighthawks fly over and around our house for 
about an hour!  We got some decent pics (my husband Barry 
Cotter did with his high-speed camera and lens). They did 
not make any sounds like the usual nighthawk sound but 
were actively hunting, diving and twisting and flying rapidly 
to catch insects. We only saw them the one evening. I read 
that they only gather in large flocks when migrating.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Further to my spring discovery and viewing of 

Great Horned Owls in this neighbourhood, I 
got a fabulous viewing of two of the fledglings 
behind a neighbour's house. These two young 
ones looked very healthy and, I assume, the 
proximity of Hanna Hanna orchard and other 
farmers fields just behind the large cedar and fir 
trees where they were located, provided plenty 
of rodents for feeding.    
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Lorraine Beaudoin asks -   
 

Here is a little visitor to my mountain ash tree. 
Can you identify it? 
 
I can, however, provide the answer to this riddle - 
 

What do you call a magic dog?  
You call a magic dog a … are you ready? … You call a magic 
dog a Lab-ra-ka-dab-ra-dog! 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A glimps at this past summer -  
 

 

                                          “I guess it was rather warm.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


