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Shuswap Naturalist Club Newsletter 
May 4, 2021 

 

   Welcome to our substitution for the May meeting. This Newsletter certainly confirms that Spring has 
arrived and that members continue to engage in helping nature where needed. Thank you to all who 
contributed. 
 

1. Blackburn Park Trees – 
 

   The lack of precipitation in April has required us to provide watering and mulching to ensure the trees 

remain healthy. 

            Spreading bark mulch around newly planted trees. 
 

Cathy Gillick, keeper of the gate keys,  

assisting in the tree watering.  

 
2. Removing Burdock at Peter Jannink Park 
 

   Sandra Seale continues the project started last Spring, that of removing the burdock from the park.  
Here is her plan for this year:   
 

   “I spoke with Jen a few days ago, and we're all set for some work to be done in early May. The Shuswap 
Trail Alliance workers will dig up this year's crop of bur plants from that patch on the east side of the 
park.  And then we'll plant clover there. If anyone wants to help that would be appreciated, but the young 
people with STA seem to have things well in hand. If you do wish to help, simply show up with your spade.” 

 

3. Celebrate World Migratory Bird Day! – Janet Pattinson 
 

    This year it’s May 8th - a good time to celebrate all those lovely birds that make the great flight back to 
Canada from distant places. Each year I get a reminder from Nature Canada so I don’t forget it’s the second 
Saturday in May. 
 

    Nature Canada has a campaign going to urge the federal government to live up to its promise to 
conserve 25% of land and inland waters as well as 25% of coastal and marine areas by 2025. Our birds and 
other wildlife need that habitat. One thing we can all do is tell our legislators that we support that plan. 
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4. Heronry –  
 

   The heronry at Shoemaker Hill is back in action for its third year. Glynne Green says his count done on 
April 27 was 11 hatches. This is a couple of weeks earlier than other years. This seems to be a pattern this 
year with both wildlife and wild flowers. Looking at the pellets it seems they are feasting on voles. 
  

 

 
 

5. Facebook – 
 

   We now have a private Facebook group!  Fern Fennell has set up a group for members to post photos, 

share articles and comments about all things of interest to the group.  The group is called “Shuswap 

Naturalist Club”.  Ask to join and answer a simple question and Fern will add you! The club has made 

several attempts at starting this, and so we are happy that Fern has now taken it on. 

 
 

6. Caring for the nesting birds – Janet Aitken 
 

SABNES and the Trail Alliance are looking for 
someone who walks the foreshore regularly 
either early in the morning or in the evening. 
We need more information for dog monitoring 
and the measure of compliance with dog 
owners. The data collection is pretty straight 
forward and does not mean ‘policing’ the dog 
walkers. It is just keeping track of the level of 
compliance and non-compliance over the 
summer. The SABNES summer students do the 
trail monitoring during the day. If you would 
like more information on this, please email 
Janet Aitken at janetaitken1@gmail.com.  

 

Hanne MacKay and grandsons have put up the banner –  

no dogs allowed on the nature trail, May 1 to June 30. 
 

mailto:janetaitken1@gmail.com
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7. Wildlife Rescue Volunteers –  

    request from Di Wittner   
  

   Did you know that some of our members have been 
rescuing distressed wildlife for nearly three years now? In 
2020 alone, we picked up a pair of Northern Saw-whet Owls 
nestlings, two Red-tailed Hawks, two Great Horned Owls, a 
swan, 11 Cliff Swallows (in one go!), a Northern Flicker, and 
more.  Many of these birds were released to live another 
day.  
 
 
 
 

         Nestling Northern Saw-whet Owls  

huddle together 
 

 

   Unfortunately, it seems the number is increasing yearly, particularly as word of our volunteer work 
spreads.  
 

   In January, Ed and Marlene rescued this Barred Owl and in 
April, we were asked to rescue a pair of fighting Bald Eagles 
who crashed into a tree where they hung suspended for more 
than an hour. Fortunately, the eagles rescued themselves just 
as we got there. Imagine being witness to this kind of drama, 
even if one didn’t have to lift a finger! One of the onlookers 
captured great video. 
 

   Right now, our little group is too small. Most of these 
animals have to be rescued in the field then driven to the east 
end of Kamloops to a licensed wildlife rehabilitation center, 
about an hour’s drive. In some cases, injured animals are 
taken to one of our local veterinary clinics by Joe Citizen 
where the animal is held until one of us can come and get it, 
then make the transfer to Kamloops.  

 
 

   You’re probably already thinking: I have no idea how to rescue   
wildlife! Never fear, we are happy to train you. In many cases, 
all you need to know is how to safely transport the patient in 
your car. The busiest time of year for our rescue service is May 
through September. This coincides with the time of year when  
many of us are outdoors, nowhere near our phones. That’s why 
it’s important our list of volunteers is as long as possible. It 
would be especially helpful to have a central dispatcher, 
someone who is usually near their phone and who doesn’t 
necessarily have to leave their house. If you or an acquaintance 
of yours might be interested, please email Di at 
dwildlife8@gmail.com. Please put your feelers out there. We 
need more people, even if you are someone who reliably 
answers their phone!  

    Red-tailed Hawk, a success story 

mailto:dwildlife8@gmail.com
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8. Bird Boxes 2021 - Di Wittner    
 

   This year, our birdhouse route consists of 89 high quality boxes. Almost all the old decrepit boxes have 

either been removed or refurbished. Come fall, there will be a few that need a bit of work or replacement 

but the birds will be left undisturbed for now.  
 

   On April 25th, we received a report of boxes being vandalized. In all, eight were pulled from the ground 

and/or damaged, one being broken into pieces. All of these boxes had a partially completed nest. Luckily, 

there were no eggs yet and the swallows reclaimed them as soon as we got them back up. Thanks to Mitch 

Olinek for his assistance with this and especially to 

the caller who reported the situation early. If 

members see any issues when out and about, please 

contact Di at 250-835-8608.  Threats to the nests, 

such as flooding, aggressive house sparrows, and 

vandalism should be addressed as quickly as possible.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Long tailed weasel – Di’s video 
 

weasel4.MTS - Google Drive 
 

   This long tailed weasel has taken up residence since December. So far it has taken a pair of rats from 

underneath the deck. (Who needs chemical rodenticides?) Recently, I watched the weasel pursue a 

squirrel under a large spreading juniper. The squirrel came out alive but minus half its tail. As this fearless 

predator becomes accustomed to my presence, it lets me take video and photos regularly. On one 

occasion, I noticed it hanging around a ground feeder and thought it was lying in wait for a chipmunk, 

squirrel or bird. Much to my surprise, I caught the weasel taking peanuts, quite a few of them! 

 
 

9. Kudos to Judy Murray 
   If any of you have been visiting Peter Janninck Park lately, you may have noticed all the rusty wire 
along the fence line has magically disappeared! An eyesore and a hazard to wildlife, Judy Murray has 
done this single-handed! With wire-cutters, a wheelbarrow and a bit of sweat equity, Judy has spent 
many hours cleaning up, not just removing the old fence but cleaning garbage and replacing old bird 
boxes on the northeast end with new ones from MakerSpace.  A huge pat on the back to Judy!!!!  
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HBEdC0p6VYYovQOtikwcj52lsEmLM0xr/view


 

5 
 

10. Have you heard about Shuswap Climate Action? - Janet Pattinson 
 

   It’s a group of local people who got organized after the 2019 federal election when climate and the 
environment were major election issues. They wanted to keep the issue before the public. At their website  
shuswapclimate.org, they provide educational information and community support for all things climate 
related.  

 

   They made a presentation to Salmon Arm City Council about the climate emergency and called on the 
city to take action. The city of Salmon Arm has taken some action over the past ten or so years, but much 
more needs to be done. To celebrate Earth Day in April the SCA gave away tree saplings to those interested 
at the Uptown Askew’s. I brought home a western red cedar and planted it in an opening in our bush. 
 
 

 

Brighouse Nature Centre Lead Interpreter Position  

Okanagan College Co-op Program  
 

Salmon Arm Bay Nature Enhancement Society (SABNES)  
 

This is an exciting opportunity for anyone that has a love of nature and is also interested in Social 

Media/Marketing. This job would appeal to Business Admin students, and Science and Education 

students.  This summer job encompasses many facets that would look good on any resume for future 

employment.    
 

As lead Interpreter, will you need to learn all about the Salmon Arm Foreshore, and the wildlife in the 

bay in an effort to educate the public and promote environmental awareness.  The education 

component could be done through the use of videography and social media.  
 

As Interpreter, your job would be to welcome visitors to the Brighouse Nature Centre and be 

responsible for the daily management and cleanliness of the Centre. 
 

We are looking for a ‘self-starter’ that is willing to work as team member and yet, comfortable working 

independently. We are looking for someone who enjoys working with children and the general public. 

The development of daily programs to engage children who may visit the centre would be part of the 

role. You will report to members of the SABNES’ Board of Directors who will also provide mentorship 

and specific job training.  
 

The Lead Interpreter job will be 35 hours a week 5 days/ week including most weekends. Pays $16.00 

/hour with full benefits. Starting date would be June 1, 2021.  Most of the time will be spent in and 

around the Nature Centre, which will be open for 5hrs/day, 5 days per week.  
 

We are also hiring a Part Time Interpreter to work together with the Lead Interpreter. This will be for 

about 10hrs/week, with some weekends. This job also entails a daily walk along the beautiful, SABNES 

Foreshore Trail to help the City of Salmon Arm collect data on the compliance of dog owners who walk 

their dogs on the trail.  This position will be paid at the rate of $16.0/hr with a holiday allowance but 

without other benefits.  
 

If you are interested in either position, please send a cover letter and resume to Janet Aitken at 

janetaitken1@gmail.com.   Please feel free to email Janet Aitken for further information.   

Application Deadline:  May 18, 2021  

http://shuswapclimate.org/
mailto:janetaitken1@gmail.com
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Sightings 
 

Sightings from Lakeside Manor -   

     from Tom Brighouse 
 

April 21 - A Snow Goose was being harassed by those 

miserable Canada Geese, and the next day was welcomed 

into their circle. This same Snow Goose formed an easy 

double capture by any neighbouring photographer in the 

same frame as five pelicans. A Northern Harrier made an 

all too brief appearance on Wednesday. Two Cinnamon 

Teal showed off their finery to anyone on the main 

wharf.  An Osprey was in charge of its pole nearest the 

wharf whereas two days earlier a Canada Goose seemed 

to have won out.   

                                                                                         Glynne Green photo 

 

 

April 21 - Anne Caughlin writes:  
 

I hiked in hills out of Chase today, all the glacier lilies in 

bloom and mariposa just about to open. So beautiful. 

Once at the lake, we were met by a cacophony of raven, 

crow and loon chorus! 
 

And lots of butterflies.  

  

Sarah Orangetip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Western Spring Azure                                                   Mourning Cloak 
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Welcome new members Colin Spence and Julia Beaty -  
 

Colin shares these photos: 
 

White crowned sparrows from our back yard, the 

numbers this year are remarkable. (And their 

numbers really increase if lawn seed is planted.) 

 

 

 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gardom Lake – 
 

Here is an enticement, showing what you might see 

on the coming Gardom Lake outing.  

 

 

 
 

Fern Fennell photos 
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Mountain Bluebirds –  

     Clive Bryson and Fern Fennell   
 

    

These bluebirds were found nesting 

along Peterson Road in the North 

Broadview area.  
 

Fern wonders if anyone has ever thought 

of trying to get bluebird nest boxes onto 

fence posts on private property. The area 

between North Broadview and Canoe 

seems a perfect place.   

 
 

 

 

 
 

Waiting for the day when the bubble 
 is no longer necessary.  


